Afridis. Here we caught up with a caravan of
merchants returning to Samarkand. Each man
was astride a diminutive donkey. The string of
camels at the rear was loaded with bales of cotton,
bought with the proceeds from the sale of silks
from Bokhara and rugs from Khiva, which had
been brought down to India a few months before.
Spring and autumn are the best times in which
to see the caravans trekking through the Khyber.
In both seasons, Chase and I, who have been
through the Khyber Pass many times? have lived
with the British garrisons at All Masjid, Landi
Kotal, and Landi Khana, and have watched the
progress of one of the greatest annual migrations
in the world.
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